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How to be a good neighbour 

Haabet is a beautiful 100 year old historical building from the time before noise isolation of buildings was 

an issue. Lots of people live in Haabet, about 500 inhabitants in 166 flats, therefore we face the fact that 

we live quite close to each other. Sometimes so close that we annoy each other because of noise. It is well 

known that it is not always possible to avoid making noise, and we do not want to make rules forcing 

people to play quiet games all the time, so a bit of noise is unavoidable. But given the fact that you cannot 

avoid making noise, it is really important to think about being a good neighbour.Here are some hints to 

what your neighbours will appreciate: 

• Notify the neighbours when you’re going to be noisy, e.g. if you are having a party on a Saturday, be sure 

to hang a note up well in advance - both in your own stairwell and the neighboring stairwell adjoining to 

your flat. 

• Put yourself in your neighbours place. It may be that the party going well, but it is late Thursday night and 

even if you have time off tomorrow, the rest of us have to go to work tomorrow. Turn down the noise or 

move the party somewhere else. 

• The yard has such a nice “surround sound”, so remember when the windows are open to the yard, the 

neighbours can follow all conversations and sing along-songs. Likewise, the really important conversation 

down in the yard over a cigarette at 3 am may be very nice for you, but it isn’t equally as good 

entertainment for the rest of the residents of Haabet. 

• Washing machines make noise, especially when they are almost finished. So do not start them late at 

night. It gives the neighbors shaking when they try to sleep - the house rules say they must be finished by 

11 pm. 

If you think your neighbour is making a little too much noise, remember a few things: 

• Have patience. Sometimes we make noises accidentally and most times without any malicious intent. 

• Talk to your neighbours before complaining to the board – your neighbours may not be aware that they 

are making noises and how loud it is in your flat. 

• Only when conversation with the neighbour has no effect, you should contact the board. It is really 

important that we try to resolve disagreements between us without the board having to be the boogieman. 

We generally get on very well with each other and have a good time in Haabet, and we would like that 

should continue. So remember to be the good neighbour and think about whether you are making noise. 


